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Influence of translators” identity on the choice of translation: A study
on the English translation of Daodejing from the

perspective of comparative philosophy
HE Shasha . GE Zhongjun
(School of Foreign Languages, Tongji University, Shanghai 200092, China)

Abstract: Translator’s identity influences his or her translation practice. In order to explore the
specific influence of translator’s identity on the translation process of Daodejing , this paper combines the
English versions of Daodejing by Roger T. Ames and David L. Hall to analyze how translators’ identity as
a comparative philosopher affects translators’ translation view and the choice of translation strategies.
Specifically, the effects of translator’s identity on the choice of translation strategies include four aspects:
selection of translation materials, construction of Taoist philosophy context in the comparison of Chinese
and Western Chinese and Western Chinese philosophical context, translating key words in Daoist context
and embodying process philosophy by procedural language. It is found that translator’ s professional
identify not only influences translator’s view of translation, but his or her choice of translation strategies.

Key words: translator's identity; Roger T. Ames; comparative philosophy; Daodejing ; translation

choice; translation strategy
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81171, Persons of the highest efficacy
neither do things coercively nor would they
have any motivation for doing so.

(15180, (Those who) possessed in
the highest degree those attributes did nothing
(with a purpose), and had no need to do
anything.

[161250 . The man of highest *power’
neither acts nor is there any who so regardshim--+

“ ”»
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“neither do things coercively”,

. “did nothing (with a purpose)”,
( ) y “ ”
. “neither acts” L
” “ ”
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“highest ‘power’” ,
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“ ” [8]42
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“neither do things coercively”

“ 2 “ ”»

( )

81233 Tt is only because it requires

unprincipled knowing(wuzhi) that they do not
understand me.

L5112, Tt is because they do not
know these, that men do not know me.

(161230, Tt is precisely because men do
not understand this that they are unable to
understand me.

2 « »”
“unprincipled knowing”,
. “do not know these”,
, “There is an originating and all-
comprehending ( principle) in my words, and an
authoritative law for the things (which I enforce)”,

“these” “principle and law”( ),

) ) )

. “do not
understand this”, “But my words have an
ancestry, my deeds have a lord”,

b b

,“do not understand this”
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[8187

: Way-making (dao) that can be
put into words is not really way-making. And

naming (ming) that can assign fixed reference

to things is not really naming.

L5147, The Tao that can be trodden
is not the enduring and unchanging Tao. The
name that can be named is not the enduring
and unchanging name.

(161111, The Way that can be told of is
not an Unvarying Way; The names that can

be named are not unvarying names.

“ ”» “ ”»
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. “ » “ Way—making” s
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[8391

: Determinacy(you) and indeterminacy

(wu) give rise to each other+++ And before and after

lend sequence to each other This is really how it

works.

L1515, So it is that existence and
non-existence give birth the one to (the idea
of) the other «=+ and that being before and
behind give the idea of one following another.

L6112 . For truly Being and Not-being
grow out of one another:+ Front and back give
sequence to one another.
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“determinacy and indeterminacy”,

“existence and non-existence”,
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