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Semantic restrictions of the" disyllabic O-disyllabic V-N' structure
in Chinese: Also on the referential approach of" disyllabic
O-disyllabic V-N' structure and" monosyllabic

V-monosyllabic O-N" structure
WANG Yan
(Research Institute of International Chinese Language Education, Beijing

Language and Culture University, Beijing 100083, China)

Abstract: There are a lot of " disyllabic O-disyllabic V-N' structures in Chinese, but some" disyllabic
O-disyllabic V-N' combinations cannot be established. In addition to prosodic factors, the" disyllabic O-
disyllabic V-N" structure is also subject to semantic constraints. The " disyllabic O-disyllabic V-N"
structure is a referential structure with naming function. The naming function requires that the semantic
density of the O component should not be too low, and the referentiality requires that the action of V
should not be too strong. The" monosyllabic V-monosyllabic O-N" structure is also a referential structure
with naming function in Chinese. The referentialization of this type of structure is realized by choosing V
with weaker action and O with more abstract meaning, and via forcible weakening of verb-object
relationship after VO solidification and the auxiliary role of nominal strong word-forming morphemes. The
" disyllabic O-disyllabic V-N' structure meets the referential requirements of the structure mainly through
the referential effect of OV word order.
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