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Formation and development of the dual structure of criminal defense

system in China: Based on 40-year development of criminal defense
LIU Shaojun, CHI Tiancheng
(Law School, Anhui University, Hefei 230000, China)

Abstract: In the past 40 years, China’s criminal defense system has realized the evolution and
transformation from the unitary structure to the dual structure. Since 1979, the criminal defense system
has experienced three stages of restoration and reconstruction, preliminary improvement and rapid
development. The dual structure of criminal defense is composed of the duality of defense focus, the
duality of defense method. the duality of defense mode, and the duality of lawyer's status. The formation
of dual structure of criminal defense system mainly benefited from the transformation of judicial concept,
the reform of judicial policy and the emergence of multiple pattern of criminal prosecution. In the future,
China's criminal defense system should be further improved in the direction of strengthening the quality
and efficiency of the full coverage of defense system., unblocking the defense path of lawyers in the
investigation procedure of the supervision commission and strengthening the professional protection of
criminal defense lawyers.
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