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Analysis of the modern Nanxun Dealers” development
history and its present inspirations: Based on the

perspective of path-dependence
DENG Anneng
(School of Marxism, Zhejiang Sci-Tech University, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract: Modern Nanxun Dealers made great contributions to the Chinese economic development and
political revolution in the middle and late 19™ century, and the research on the history of modern Nanxun
Dealers” development has great inspirations for Chinese economic development. Modern Nanxun Dealers
development could be divided into three historical periods: formation, rise and decline. Based on the
perspective of path-dependence of the neoinstitutional economics theory. the beginning and rise of modern
Nanxun Dealers lie in breaking through path-dependence successfully. That is to say, agriculture
transformed and upgraded to handicraft industry and commerce, domestic market expanded to
international market, and industries gathered from dispersion. The development history of modern Nanxun
Dealers enlightens us that the government should specify and perform the duty themselves in the market
economy, and should lead enterprises to follow market’s logic; the enterprises should get rid of path
dependence, and seize the opportunity to transfer and upgrade.
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