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Research on the Red Opera Culture: A case study of Shanghai
Quyi Festival between 1958 and 1959
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(1.School of Marxism, Zhejiang Sci-Tech University, Hangzhou 310018, China;2.College of International
Education, Zhejiang University of Water Resources and Electric Power, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract: The new government starved for enhancing political propaganda after the liberation of
Shanghai, in order to unify the people’s thinking and maintain social stability. Represented by Pingtan,
Shanghai folk art circle made an outstanding contribution in this process. Aiming at demonstrating existing
achievements and selecting excellent shows to attend the national Quyi festival, Shanghai municipal
government hosted the Shanghai Quyi Festival in 1958 and 1959 respectively. Although Quyi Festival in
1958 exhibited political features of culture and art, the works failed to meet political requirements due to
the lack of outlay and improper organization. Under similar financial circumstances, the 1959 Festival
attained the political goals which were not achieved in 1958 with the help of collective organization. In
addition, it helped continue to highlight political features and further promote systematization process.
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