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Research on the campaign of offering a plane to celebrate
Chiang Kai-shek’s birthday in 1936

HE Junjie
(School of Marxism, Zhejiang Sci-Tech University, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract: In the early days of the Anti-Japanese War, the strength of the Sino-Japanese Air Force was very
different. The Japanese Air Force continued to bomb Chinese territory by its dominant position, causing serious
damages to China. Chinese officers and ordinary people further deepened their cognition that" No air defense means
no national defense"', and various campaigns of " fund raising for purchasing planed' were conducted. To promote
the development of the campaign, Shanghai launched the campaign of " offering a plane to celebrate birthday’
under the promotion of Chinese Society of Aeronautics and Astronautics and other social organizations, and called
upon the society to raise funds for purchasing planes in the name of celebrating Chiang Kai-shek’s fiftieth
birthday. All departments of Nationalist Party, all organizations of National Government, all groups in
each industry, all classes and overseas Chinese actively donated. In the process of campaign mobilization,
organizers mentioned loyalty to leaders and loyalty to the country in the same breath through shaping the
leader image of Chiang Kai-shek, and ingeniously combined" celebrating leader’s birthday' and" wishing
the country prosperity' , forming powerful pressure from public opinion and motivating people’s feelings
for loving the country. The people from various places and all walks of life lived frugally and actively
donated, driving the development of the campaign. The campaign made remarkable achievements, and
more than 110 aircrafts were purchased, which enhanced national aviation strength and laid a certain

material foundation for the War of Resistance. Although the movement has the drawbacks of disturbing
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the people, its positive significance needs to be affirmed.

Key words: saving the nation through aviation; offering a plane to celebrate birthday; Aviation
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