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An instance-based machine translation test and the mode of post editing
ZHOU Bin, RAO Ping
(School of Foreign Languages, Zhejiang Sci-Tech University, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract: In order to measure the effectiveness of machine translation in news texts, and based on the
current development situation of machine translation, this study is intended to analyze the advantages and
disadvantages of machine translation from the intralingual and extra linguistic perspectives. It is concluded
via instances that machine translation has three typical errors. such as recognition errors caused by intra-
linguistic lexical items, intra-linguistic structural relations and extra-linguistic factors. The errors are
analyzed in real cases, and important modes of post editing (such as quick post-translation editing and
editing after full translation) are proposed on this basis to overcome the disadvantages and improve
translations’ quality and readability. This study is carried out with a view to effectively capturing the
fundamental causes of common recognition errors in machine translation, helping to fill in some gaps in
common types of machine translation recognition errors, and further optimizing the design of machine
translation systems. It provides a practical reference for post editing of news texts of machine translation.
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