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Analysis of T ou-Se-We woodcarving dolls in late Qing Dynasty:

" Hundreds aspects of daily life"
LIU Lizian“®, WANG Ruoyu*
(a. School of International Education; b. Silk and Fashion Culture Center of Zhejiang Province;

c. School of Fashion Design &.Engineering, Zhejiang Sci-Tech University, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract: Two sets of T ou-Se-We woodcarvings dolls" Hundreds aspects of daily lifé' in Japan and
France focus on depicting the daily life, folk beliefs, production and labor of Chinese people since the late
Qing Dynasty. It is not only a true portrayal of the life of Chinese people in the 1920s~1930s, but also a
fine handicraft integrating Chinese and Western skills. Looking back on the specific religion, art, culture,
economy and overall social background from 19" to 20™ century. this paper starts from the background and
theme of " Hundreds aspects of daily life". With the comprehensive research methods of images.,
documents, and objects, and in combination of the vertical and horizontal research perspectives of time and
space, over 100 pieces of ornamental woodcarving dolls were divided into eight themes: folk belief,
clothing, living, daily life, punishment, production & labor, life etiquette, trade &. transportation, and
entertainment techniques, outlining the secular life and labor scene of the people in the late Qing Dynasty.
It was found through the analysis that, the social life scene in the late Qing Dynasty depicted by T ou-Se-
We woodcarving dolls" Hundreds aspects of daily lifé' is the true portrayal of the people’s life that time.

On the one hand, from the perspective of carving techniques, it integrates the Chinese and Western carving
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techniques. On the other hand, it was created in a special historical background, and it is a unique
phenomenon in the history of Chinese arts and crafts, as well as a typical casein the Christian global
missionary process. Finally, in the process of sales, the active and passive marketing mode transformation
of T'ou-Se-We objectively contributed to the global spread of T ou-Se-We arts and crafts.

Key words: T'ou-Se-We; woodcarving dolls; hundreds aspects of daily life; arts and crafts; the late

Qing Dynasty; secular life
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