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Love. virtue and identity: An analysis of Fitzgerald’s

compliant personality through his four novels
WANG Xiao, QI Tao
(School of Foreign Studies, Anhui University, Hefei 230601, China)

Abstract: As human personality plays an important role in shaping the writer's literary discourse, this
article analyzes the reappearance of the compliant personality of Scott Fitzgerald in his four novels by the
character theory of Karen Honey who belongs to the neo-psychoanalysis school. It is found that, Fitzgerald
expressed his ideology and dominant character of extremely longing for love, praise and fraternity through
literary creation. Under the socio-cultural background of money supreme, Fitzgerald adjusted the
contradiction between himself and external world through the defense strategy systems of sublimation,
otherness and nostalgia, and repeatedly intensified rare self-image of the " great martyt' who adheres to
the moral bottom line through his literary works. The paper can provide a new path of neo-psychoanalysis
for a better understanding of the relationship between Fitzgerald’s compliant personality and the theme,
character image and destiny of his literary works.

Key words: Fitzgerald; Karen Horney; character theory; the compliant personality; neo-psychoanalysis
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