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An overview of the research on the cognitive

skill transfer in reading processing
HE Xiang' . ZHANG Xiaofei’
(1.Foreign Language School, Jiangsu University of Science & Technology, Zhenjiang 212003, Chinaj;
2. Faculty of Information, Beijing University of Technology. Beijingl00124,China)

Abstract: Cross-language transfer is the core concept of bilingual reading development.It has always
been a controversial issue on whether the cognitive skill transfer in bilingual reading processing is based on
the universal linguistic interdependence or the script-dependent uniqueness. To have a better understanding
of the contribution of cognitive skills in alphabetic and logographic languages to the acquisition of English
reading processing, the author explores the findings of published studies regarding the acquisition of
English as a second language by students of different linguistic backgrounds. Under the framework of the
linguistic interdependence hypothesis and the script-dependent hypothesis, a comprehensive review is
conducted from the perspectives of orthographic knowledge, phonological awareness and morphological
processing. It is found that the cognitive skill transfer in reading processing is interactive in nature,
characterized by the coexistence between the high correlation of linguistic interdependence and the unique
script-dependence. The analysis from the perspective of interactive framework can provide a comprehensive
insight into the cognitive mechanism of reading processing.

Key words: cognitive skill; reading processing; cross-linguistic transfer; alphabetic language; logographic
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