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Motivation of China’s local governments for fulfillment of environmental
protection responsibility: Analysis of" the River
Chief Systent’ in Zhejiang Province

DU Qinnan
(School of Law and Politics, Zhejiang Sci-Tech University, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract: The fulfillment of local governments’' environmental protection responsibility is the main
task of implementing the concept of green development and the construction of beautiful China. The results
of the central environmental supervision show that some local governments still pass the buck of and
weaken environmental protection responsibility. The existing studies mainly focus on the inspiration and
control of local behaviors under the central and local relation paradigm, and hold that external political
forces is the motivation of local governments for fulfillment of environmental protection responsibility, but
such explanation has some deficiencies. Based on the multi— stream analysis framework, the River Chief
System in Zhejiang Province was investigated and the motivation conditions for local governments to
actively fulfill environmental protection responsibility were explored. It was found that fulfillment of
environmental protection responsibility by local governments is the result of three conditions (problem,
politics and policy) and their combination timing. The motivation mechanisms promoting local
governments to fulfill environmental protection responsibility include incentive mechanism, preference
mechanism and attention mechanism. Except external political power, local inter-governmental learning,

local development objective and public mood influence the fulfillment of environmental protection
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responsibility by local governments. These findings contribute to exploring the new path for local
governments to implement environmental protection responsibility.
Key words: multi-stream analysis framework; local government; environmental protection

responsibility; environmental governance; the River Chief System
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