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Narrative of space in Susan Sontag’s The Volcano Lover
FU Xiaofeng, SHE Jun
(School of Foreign Studies, Nantong University, Nantong226019, China)

Abstract: The Volcano Lover tells Emma’s love story with her husband Hamilton and lover Nelson in
the context of revolution of Europe. In terms of geographic space, Sontag horizontally compared Naples and
Palermo, and revealed the process in which the knight reduced to™ the othet' through depicting geographic position
change from the center to the edge. In terms of textual space, the author broke chronological order of the novel by
employing techniques like recall, flashback, juxtaposition of themes, major and minor plots. In terms of social
space, the knight was alienated by fame and wealth from chasing chase fame and wealth, and finally became the
victim of fame and wealth. The alienation process was shown, the three kinds of spaces interweave together,
presenting the change of the knight's identity and twisted mind.

Key words: The Volcano Lowver; spatial narrative; geographical space; textual space; social space
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