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Viewing the dimensions and border of buddhistic secularization

from the change of Daoji’s image in the text
CHEN Lei
(Qixin School, Zhejiang Sci-Tech University, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract: From the Southern Song Dynasty to the Ming and Qing Dynasties, the texts with the
narrative theme of Daoji were not rare. From the diachronic changes in the texts, it can be seen that the
image of Daoji has been in the process of construction and transformation. Buddhist bone relic inscription
on Huyin fangyuansou defined Daoji as “Crazy Monk”; In Jidian Quotations, Daoji was regarded as a
“god”; In Biography of Jigong with Embroidery image, Jigong was changed again, and became a
“knight”. The construction and transformation of the image of Daoji is a good example of the secularization
of Buddhism in the text. The secularization of Buddhism in the text shows a dual dimension, namely the
Buddhist dimension and the social dimension. Since different secularized subjects have different motivations
to promote the secularization of Buddhism, their respective recognized secularized boundaries of Buddhism
differ a lot. The secularization of Buddhism in the text is a microcosm of the secularization of Buddhism in
reality. It undoubtedly has much enlightenment significance for the secularization of Buddhism in reality.
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