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Cognitive comparative study of Chinese and

English progressive aspects
WANG Ting
(Department of Foreign Studies, Guangzhou College of Technology and Business, Guangzhou 510850, China)

Abstract: As grammatical aspects, Chinese and English progressive aspects are used to describe on-
going and incomplete situations of actions. As grammatical category, English and Chinese progressive
aspects have polysemous grammatical meaning. To compare the grammatical meanings of Chinese and
English progressive aspects, this paper delves into the reasons for differences in the grammatical meanings
of Chinese and English progressive aspects. Based on the conceptual integration theory and construction
coercion theory, corpus analysis shows that that there are two reasons for the differences in grammatical
meanings of Chinese and English progressive aspects: the differences in their constructional meanings, and
the existence of the grammatical catagory “tense” in English. The comparative study on the grammatical
meanings of Chinese and English progressive aspects and the analysis of reasons for the differences could be
helpful in teaching English tense and aspect.

Key words: comparative study between Chinese and English; progressive aspect construction;

conceptual integration; construction coercion
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%] 2 a. He reads.

b. He is reading a novel.
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1] 3 He is sleeping.

%] 4 He is running,
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4] 5 a. She reads.

b. She reads a book.
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4] 7 a. Here he is writing a poem based on a

prose version of a poem by Stephen
Spenser.
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4] 8 a. John is kicking the door.
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%] 10 a. He is being polite.
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#] 15  John is flying New York this month."”
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%) 16  Those days, 1 was working the night
shift, ™
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e L ATCER e o i e HAT B I 1 A n] B 52
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%] 17 a. John is kicking the door.
b. The plane is taking off.
c. Mary is spotting her arch enemy at
the party at the moment.
d. We are winning the debate this
afternoon.
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#) 18 a. He is being foolish.

b. She is resembling her mother more
and more,

c. I was wondering if you mind opening
the window.
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%] 19 a. I’m hoping to borrow some money.

b. 1 was wondering if you could help me.
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