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OV word order: Basic means of Chinese to express passive
WANG Yan
(Shi Liangcai School of Journalism and Communication, Zhejiang Sci-Tech
University , Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract: There are a large number of sentences with “O(+ S) + V” structure in Chinese. Such
sentences and marked passive sentences are of OV word order structure. Compared with the VO
sentences, it can be found that the sentences of “O(+S)+V” structure in modern Chinese express passive
meaning. From a historical perspective, Chinese sentences can also express passive meaning without
passive mark. Passive mark has the role of discriminating arguments and subjectivization. OV word order
is the basic grammatical means of passive expression in Chinese.

Key words: OV word order; passive; passivization; patient-subject sentence
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