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The role and inspiration of samurai class in the social

mobilization of modern Japan
SHENG Yun', ZHOU Fei*
(1. Keyi College of Zhejiang Sci-Tech University, Shangyu 312369, China;
2. Jinpeng Holding Group Co. ,Ltd. , Chuzhou 239001, China)

Abstract: The efficient social mobilization was the reason for the success of Japan's social
transformation in the late 19th century. Regime legitimacy identity, social interest sharing and value
assimilation were the requirements of social mobilization. The approval of samurai value system for
political legitimacy would enhance the order and efficiency which lack in the changing society. The samurai
class coordinated the public and the Mikado, and also played an important role in integrating the interests
and value assimilation of multiple parties. They broke through the barrier of fixation of bureaucratic group
interest and overcome systematic obstacles of bureaucratic class. Differentiation of the samurai class
provided in exhaustible human capital and spiritual support for the Meiji Restoration and became the media
for mobilization. So the samurai class was the key variable factor for the successful social mobilization of
Japanese society., However, Chinese traditional political system had the plight of congenital legitimacy and
the systematic obstacles of bureaucratic class, and lacked the need of social transformation and mobilization
mechanisms. So the history is taken as a mirror, social mobilization as technical government, is critical for
countries which transforming into a modern society from a traditional society.

Key words: social transformation; social mobilization; samurai class; bureaucratic group
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