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Nominal leader vs. actual regulator:Lu Xun,

Zuolian and the dual leadership system
WANG Liang', SHEN Yue*
(1. School of Marxism, Zhejiang Sci-Tech University, Hangzhou 310018, China;
2. College of International Education, Zhejiang University of Water Resources and

Electric Power, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract: As the first proletarian revolutionary literature society under the direct leadership of the
Communist Party of China (CPC), Zuolian (The League of the Left-Wing Writers) was established and
operated effectively under the dual leadership system where Lu Xun served as the nominal leader and CPC
served as the real regulator. Lu Xun’s nominal power influence is of great significance: it not only exhorted
the revolutionary youth not to act violently and to avoid great loss, but also turned the tide after the “Five
Martyrs Incident” and maintained the operation of the organization. Yet this power of influence of nominal
power is limited. Under the influence of the fluctuations of liaison personnel and political environment, the
dual leadership system was transformed into the CPC’s direct management mode. This transformation led
directly to the disintegration of Zuolian and caused its replacement by the broader and more revolutionary
anti-Japanese National United Front. Since the founding of new China, the dual leadership system was
applied in the aspects of literary and artistic transformation in Shanghai, and became an important
transitional form for advocating the party’s policies, unifying the people’s thoughts and consolidating the
new regime.

Key words: Lu Xun; Zuolian; organization; dual leadership system
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