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Research on braided tea sets under the influence of literati’s

interests of Tang and Song dynasties
XU Ning ,» YUAN Xuanping
(School of Design, Zhejiang University of Technology, Hangzhou 310023, China)

Abstract: China has a long history of tea, but special tea sets did not appear until the Tang Dynasty.
Tea has gone from sharing and specialization to the artprocess. Tang Dynasty is a turning point of tea sets
from sharing to specialization. Luyu’s “Tea Sutra” contributed to the specialization of tea sets. The art of
tea sets has a close connection with literati’s interest. Braided tea set has been associated with literati’s
aesthetics from its birth. The prevalence of the Neo-Confucianism in the Song Dynasty greatly raised the
concern of the tea people to the tea sets, which directly influenced the kind, shape and craft of braided tea
sets. The role of interests of literati in the Tang and Song dynasties is analyzed from the appearance of
braided tea set to its art process through tea books in Tang and Song dynasties, tea painting analysis and
historical records. Under the influence of literati’s interest, the social status of braided tea sets gradually
improved. The functions gradually became detailed, and the technology became increasingly delicate so
that tea set braiding machine broke away from common living tools and developed to the direction of
artwork with collection value.
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