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A preliminary study on the phenomenon of “adopting grandson and

younger brother as son” in the Tang and Five Dynasties
WU Lingjie, YU Gang
(School of Humanity and Communication, Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai 200234, China)

Abstract: In the period of the Tang and Five Dynasties, there were many examples of adoptive
children in the history book. This article describes the special case of “adopting grandson and younger
brother as son”. By collecting and studying this kind of thing, the origin of such case and its position in the
law and society of the Tang and Five Dynasties were discussed. Ordinary people thought for their own
good. So they had a critical attitude to this kind of phenomenon, but actually they implicitly supported this
kind of thing.

Key words: Tang and Five Dynasties; Seniority; ethics
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