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The influence of self-concept on the prosocial behavior of college

students from the perspective of individual socialization
ZHEN Yueqiao®, ZHANG Yinpeng”, ZHU Ruhua“
(a. Party Committee of Institution; b. School of Marxism; c. Development and Planning Department,

Institute of Higer Education, Zhejiang Sci-Tech University, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract: To cultivate pro-social behavior of college students is one of important tasks for individual
socialization. College students generally live a secluded life in the ivory tower and lack the cognition of the
society. To make them better adapt to and serve for the society, no educators can turn a blind eye to the
effective instructions on the socialization of college students. In fact, an important way to realize the
socialization of college students is the internalization of their self-concept. A total of 950 college students in
Hangzhou Xiasha Higher Education Park were investigated with Tennessee Self Concept Scale and
Prosocial Tendencies Measure. As a result, the scores of both self-concept and pro-social behavior of
college students are generally high and there is a demographic difference between college students’ self-
concept and pro-social behavior. Among all nine dimensions of self-concept, there are significantly positive
correlations between eight dimensions of self-concept and six types of pro-social behavior with an exception
of the dimension of self-criticism. In terms of the content and structure of self-concept, moral self and self-
action have a good predictive effect on the pro-social behavior. Grasping the link between self-concept and

pro-social behavior paves a way for a sound development of the individual socialization of college students.

Key words: individual socialization; self concept; pro-social behavior
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