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The power of writing and metaphor:
Analysis of The Yellow Wallpaper

form the perspective of feminist stylistics
HE Jing
(School of Foreign Language, Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou 450001, China)

Abstract: In this paper, the famous short story The Yellow Wallpaper of feminist pioneer writer
Gilman is interpreted in detail from the perspective of feminist stylistics proposed by Sara Mills.
Meanwhile, the relationship between diary-style writing method of this novella and Gilman’s ternary
identities-woman, female reader and female writer is discussed. The analysis from word selection and
sentence level shows women’s reading and writing language system are still suppressed by the male

> and

authority just like their gender position. Starting from metaphorical meanings of “ yellow’
“wallpaper”, this paper further reveals the contradictory relation between women’s writing. reading and
identity, and discusses the possibility of establishing a female independent expression and its special
function in reconstructing female spiritual world and helping the female gain independence and freedom.

Key words: feminist stylistics; The Yellow Wallpaper; dairy style; metaphor
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