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On the generative mechanism and formation motivation of

preposition stranding of mandarin Chinese
SUN Wentong
(Foreign Languages Department, Zhengzhou Chenggong University of Finance and
Economics, Zhengzhou 451200, China)

Abstract: Preposition stranding is a quite special syntactic structure in Mandarin Chinese. Current
analyses mainly focus on the grammatical degree, structural types and application range of such structures
and lack formal means to explore the generative mechanisms and formation motivation of such structures.
Under the theoretical framework of formal syntax, this paper categorizes such structures scientifically
reveals the generative mechanisms and formation motivation, and provides a theoretical explanation for the
formation motivation of such structures.

Key words: preposition stranding; formal syntax; generative mechanism; formation motivation
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