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Research review on the functions of industry associations at home and abroad
ZHANG Hong . YE Min
(School of Economics and Management, Zhejiang Sci-Tech University, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract: In the post-dual management era, industry associations, as new governance subjects, are
increasingly becoming an important force in the transformation of social governance system. From the data
we can see that although the number of industry associations continues to rise, most industry associations
suffer from the inability to establish prestige and struggle on the edge of survival. The reason is the
functional orientation of industry associations is not clear, and the content of function is also not perfect.
These weaknesses hinder the exertion of functions and then weaken the influence of industry associations.
Therefore, in order to help industry associations to develop better, this article takes the function of
industry associations as the center, comprehensively sorts out and analyzes the research literatures on the
function of industry associations at home and abroad, summarizes the characteristics and shortcomings of
the current functional research methods, and puts forward some suggestions related to the function of
industry associations in the future research, in the hope of helping scholars to build more comprehensive
functional content which will meets the needs of audience, and then make contributions to the development
of industry associations.

Key words: industry association; functional content; functional research; research review
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