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The Biopolitical Writing in Inferno
SHU Shaojun
(College of Foreign Languages, Quzhou University, Quzhou 324000, China)

Abstract: In Inferno, Dan Brown uses the release of “Inferno” virus as a bioterror event to explore
two kinds of biopolitical scenes during dealing with Malthus dilemma. Elizabeth, a representative of the
biopower, devotes herself to foster lives and insists that an indirect strategy of normalization should be
applied to maintain the security of population, while Zobrist, a supporter of the death politics, advocates
to use the method of “killing for saving” because he views the overpopulation as a kind of moral crisis
leading to the state of exception. Standing at the two sides of the biopolites, the two fall into a conflicting
situation. After the truth of “Inferno” is exposed, the two start to have a dialogue and cooperation, which
not only illustrates the complicity between the two, but reveals the sad fact that all men are a kind of bare
life when facing the power.

Key words: biopolitics; ethical choice; moral crisis; bare life
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