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Analysis on Semantic Features of “X Er Y Zhi” Construction
WANG Liansheng , SHI Wenli
(International Cultural Exchange Department, Shanghai International Studies University, Shanghai 200083, China)

Abstract: “X Er Y Zhi” construction is often applied in modern Chinese, and it has strong
productivity. It has been expanded continuously in recent years. From semantic perspective, this paper
studies the semantic restraints of the construction in the expansion process. The research showed that,
when the construction involves different property and semantic relation, semantic features of components
in the construction will change. To be specific, when the component is a verb, semantic features of
[ +independent ] and [+ controllable ] must be met, except Y which represents supplementary relation;
when the component is an adjective, semantic feature of [ +copula]/[ +thing ] must be met; when the component
is a noun, semantic features of [ +specific meaning ] and [ +relevant statement meaning ] must be met.

Key words: “X Er Y Zhi” construction; components; semantic features; property; semantic relation
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