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1% ;: Like beads, it strung together the mud
of the Black Water River, the black earth beneath
the sorghum, the eternally living past, and the

unstoppable present, %1
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1% X Flames of anger raged inside him as
sounds of revelry emerged from behind the closed
door, and he could barely keep from torching the

house, [?103
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1% X : The shorter puppet soldier freed the
mules and tried to lead them away; but they raised

their heads stubbornly and refused to budge. 21"
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1% 3 : The tall puppet soldier used his rifle to
prod Uncle Arhat, who got to his feet and took the

tethers from the smaller soldier. ['?7'
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1% : By heading east-southeast, they would
soon reach the Jiao-Ping highway, which cut through
the swampy lowland from north to south and

linked the two counties of Jiao and Pingdu. "%
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1% : He wrapped the cape tightly around him
to ward off the chill, and as his hand brushed against

his belly he realized how hungry he was, 1%

5 14
AP FARAESRESR B TR B8
1% % : The middle-aged man stuffed the pack of

cigarettes into the pocket of the overseer, "2
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1% X : He pulled back the bolt, ejecting a
copper-jacketed bullet, which he tossed in the air,

caught, and shoved back into the chamber. 1?3
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1% 3 ;Father took the pistol from him, and as
he held it he thought back to a couple of nights
earlier, when Commander Yu had used it to shatter a

wine cup, H#%
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1% 3 : The well-to-do monk often brought rice
and noodles over, and every time he came, Yu

Zhan’ao’s mother sent the boy outside, "'
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1% 3 The officer holding the leash shouted
something to the crowd, and a crew-cut Chinese

interpreted it for them. '
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1% 3 : Uncle Arhat, who was sent to the southern
bank of the river to haul rocks to the other side,
reluctantly handed the mules over to an old geezer
with festering eyes. 217
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1% X : Before the puppet soldiers dragged the
strange creature over to the rack, they dropped it

to the ground, an inert slab of meat. 24
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1% 3 : The Jap officer waved his arm, and two
more black-clad men dragged and pushed Sun Five,
the most accomplished hog-butcher in our village-
or anywhere in Northest Gaomi Township, for

that matter-out of the enclosure., '2*%
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On Cognitive Explanation and Translation of “NP, +Ba-+NP,+VP-+CP”
Construction: A Case Study of Red Sorghum Family and Its English Version

SHEN Da, HU Yang
(College of Foreign LLanguages, Guangxi University, Nanning 530004, China)

Abstract: Taking construction as the basic unit of human languages, Goldberg’s construction grammar
provides a new path for explanation of cognitive representation in human language and research on
cognitive translation. Based on Goldberg’s construction grammar f{ramework, this paper takes Red
Sorghum Family as corpus and interprets NP, + Ba+ NP, + VP + CP construction. On this basis, the
translator’s cognitive representation when translating this construction is explored by comparing
Goldblatt’s English version with Chinese version. It suggests that: syntactically, Chinese character “Ba”
imposes the impact on mutual influence between argument structures, which restrains the type of CP;
semantically, verbal fusion makes a constraint to both the meanings of VPs and its corresponding CPs;
pragmatically, the pragmatic function of the construction is little affected by the minor modification of CP.
Due to the differences in semantic focus of the argument structure, the translator maximally maintains the
sentence structure, semantic representation and pragmatic function of the construction by highlighting VP,
PP and ADVP respectively.

Key words: “NP, +Ba+ NP, + VP+ CP” construction; construction grammar; cognitive translation;
Red Sorghum Family
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