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Solidify and Disintegrate: Collective Writing and the Production

of the Literature of the Chinese Cultural Revolution
MAO Weidong
(College of Liberal Arts, Hunan Normal University, Changsha 410081, China)

Abstract: The mainstream literature of the Chinese Cultural Revolution advocates the theory of
dictatorship of the black line of literature and art, which overturns the traditional writing of the literature
for 17 years and also makes the authorship change. The revolutionary opera is taken for example. The
collective creation form of the choreography and performance makes it increasingly become the direct
deduction of the political discourse and constantly makes itself caught up in the paradox. In addition, the
literary theory and criticism during the period of Culture Revolution were basically controlled by the
writing group whose writing subject presents three-dimensional integrated organizational characteristics of
the party, government, and universities. From the perspective of synchronic aspect of history, the
dissemination and acceptation of manuscripts novels as one of the underground literature phenomena to
some extent also present the elements of collective writing, but reveal the personal discourses. Compared
with the surface world in which the traditional literature has broken, the personality of the underground
literature gradually recovers in the new era which is accompanied by the fall of collective writing.

Key words: solidify; disintegrate; collective writing; the literature of the Chinese Cultural

Revolution; the revolutionary opera; writing group; the manuscripts novel
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