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Cohesive Function of Repetition and Translation of

The Analects of Confucius
XIEYi

(Foreign Language Department of Keyi College, Zhejiang Sci-Tech University, Hangzhou 311121, China)

Abstract: Repetition, as a common linguistic phenomenon in ancient Chinese classics, has diversified

patterns of manifestation and gives play to the functions of intra-sentence cohesion and trans-sentence

cohesion in discourse construction. In the translation from Chinese to English, the translator needs to fully

understand the differences and similarities in repetition between the two languages from the perspective of

discourse and make proper transference in the course of translation. Based on the cohesion theory of

system-functional linguistics, this paper compares the repetition phenomenon between The Analects of

Con fucious and Legge’s translated version, and then sums up Legge’s translating strategies for repetition.

Key words: repetition; cohesive function; translation; The Analects of Con fucius
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