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Construction of Multimodal Speech Discourse Appraisal Meanings:

a Case of Under the Dome
HE Juan
(School of Foreign Languages, Jimei University, Xiamen 361021, China)

Abstract: In multimodal discourses, language, facial expressions, gestures and images are all involved
in constructing appraisal meanings. By adapting appraisal system and visual grammar as the theoretical
framework, this paper analyzes appraisal meanings of Under the Dome-a multimodal speech discourse
written by Chai Jing from the perspectives of verbal resources and nonverbal resources. The research
findings indicate moderate verbal resources with attitude meanings help to establish emotional response
with the audience. Engagement meanings and graduation resources contribute to the supplement and
adjustment of evaluative meanings and persuasion. In terms of nonverbal resources, the public distance,
the shooting angles and eye contact between the speaker and the audience as well as the speaker’s facial
expressions, gestures and body movements construct respective interactions, involvement degree and
attitude meanings in accordance with a speech discourse. The study ends up with overlapping and
complementary relationships of verbal resources and nonverbal appraisal resources.

Key words: multimodal speech discourse; appraisal meanings; visual grammar
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