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1 necessary 180
2 fair 143
3 just 66
4 appropriate o4
5 actual 32
6 practical 22
7 prudent 21
8 nondiscriminatory 18
9 adequate 15
10 equitable 14
11 proper 11
12 customary; diligent 7
13 timely 6
14 available 5

consistent; entire; foreseeable; good faith;

lawful; ordinary

16 bona fide; competitive; existing; immediate; 3

limited; prompt; substantial; usual; uniform

acceptable; affordable; comparable; convenient;
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general; inadvertent; legal; meaningful; natural;
predictable;

remunerative;

objective;  practicable; probative;

proportionate; recoverable;
responsible; satisfactory; scientifically; sound;
specific; specified; sufficient; suitable; regular;

typical; understandable; usable
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On the Collocation of the Adjectives in Legal English and Their Vagueness:

a Case Study of an Adjective Reasonable Based on USC Corpus
ZHU Jia
(School of Foreign Languages, Zhejiang Sci-Tech University, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract: Owing to the vagueness, adjective is a less popular topic in Legal English. By introducing
legal texts essence of "conferring of authority", the paper launches an analysis of a most representative
adjective: reasonable on the basis of United States Code (USC). By concerning its collocation with nouns
and adjective juxtaposition, the paper tries to illustrate adjectives’ unique semantic meaning and their
importance to balance the preciseness and vagueness features in Legal English.
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