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Discussion on Kublai Khan, Yang Lian-zhen-jia and Southern Buddhism
SUN Shao- fei
(Department of Philosophy, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210046, China)

Abstract: Kublai’'s management over southern Buddhism had obvious political intention. First, he
conducted systematic management over southern Buddhism by setting up the system of local administrators
of the Sangha and appointed monk Yang Lian-zhen-jia to destroy the ancient palace of Song Dynasty for
building Buddhist temple and achieving the purpose of improving national prestige. Second, he repressed
Zen, an important representative of southern social thought and culture, changed Zen into Buddhism by
using the fight against the belonging of southern Zen temple, made Buddhism superior to Zen through Zen-
Buddhism court debate led by Yang Lian-zhen-jia, set up 36 southern imperial lecture rooms to support
Buddhism and repress Zen. The action of respecting religious sects and repressing Zen reduced the status
of southern Zen and restrained its development. At the beginning of Yuan Dynasty, it declined and the
power of other sects in the southern society was supported.

Key words: Kublai Khan; Yang Lian-zhen-jia; respect religious sects and repress Zen; southern
Buddhism
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