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TR A

The Evolvement on the Concept of Boat Racing in Ancient China
CAI Tang-gen
(School of Culture Communication, Zhejiang Sci-Tech University, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract: The Dragon Boat Racing has a long history and extensive influence. The concept of the Boat

Racing has experienced a long process of development. The Boat Racing as a folk activity first appeared in

Baling at the bank of Dongting Lake.

Its direct origin was the naval drill and reviewing in transitional

period of Han Dynasty and Wei Dynasty. The Boat Racing first was a purely festival activity. Through

development over a long period, the Qu Yuan’s legend, the praying and the Dragon Boat, successively

entered the Boat Racing. The connotation of Boat Racing becomes increasingly rich and complex. In the

Song Dynasty,
Dragon Boat Racing”.

“the Dragon Boat” become special boats of the Boat Racing, and formed the concept of “the
The Boat Racing is further developed.

Key words: boat racing; Qu Yuan; religion; Dragon Boat
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