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“Abolishing and Limiting Use of Chinese Characters”

in Japanese National Language Policy
XU Qing
(School of Foreign Languages, Zhejiang Sci-Tech University, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract: “Abolishing and limiting use of Chinese characters” has existed for a long term in Japanese
national language policy. One of the purposes is to weaken effects of China on Japan in the past millenni-
um, construct equality relation with western big powers and become a modern country. Under the heavy
pressure of western civilization of “one country, one nation and one language”, Japan implements reform
and unification of national language. This paper focuses on “abolishing and limiting use of Chinese charac-
ters” in Japanese national language policy to sort each school and the representatives, recalls changes of “a-
bolishing and limiting use of Chinese characters” and reveals contradictions of Japan in the campaign of “a-
bolishing and limiting use of Chinese characters”.

Key words: Japan; national language policy; Chinese character; abolish; limitation theory
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