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Lu Xun’s Translation Theory and His Demand for Modernity
XIE Hai-yan
(School of Foreign Languages, Zhejiang Sci-Tech University, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract: As a torchbearer with profound modern consciousness, L.u Xun regarded translation activi-
ties as a tool of his demand of modernity for saving the nation from extinction. Translation ran through his
whole literary activities. He attempted to bring modern thinking to citizens through the translation of a lot
of foreign literary works, rethought China and established the ideal pattern of “founding a state” by “culti-
vating person”. The demand of modernity made LLu Xun place himself on the edge of the era consciously.
The choice of translation made in allusion to nation reform fully reflected his modern thinking ahead of the
era. Meanwhile, his translation of Marxist theory of literature and art found a real ideological weapon for
revolutionary literature and provided important theoretical resources for modernity saving scheme at that
time.

Key words: LLu Xun; translation theory; modernity; nationality; revolutionary literature
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