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Buddhism in Translatology: Buddhism Interpretation

in Translation Practice of Yan Fu
JIANG Hai-nu
(School of Marxism Studies, Zhejiang Sci-Tech University, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract: Theoretically, Yan Fu’s translation practice is deeply influenced by Confucian classics trans-
lation traditions of Buddhism in Han and Tang Dyansties. His translation criterion of faithfulness, expres-
siveness and elegance are extraction and sublimation of Buddhism translation practice. In the process of
translation practice, Yan Fu used Buddhist names to interpret concepts of western philosophy and social
science and promoted deep-level communication of Chinese and western thoughts. Yan Fu’s translation has
creativity especially manifested in his translation work Theory of Natural Selection. From the perspective
of Buddhism interpretation, the Theory of Natural Selection has revised and exerted the thought of He
Xuli’s original work and changed its features in some aspects.

Key words: Yan Fu; Theory of Natural Selection; Buddhism
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