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The role of configural information and featural

information in face holistic processing
ZHOU Xin, YANG Xiteng WANG Zhe
(School of Science, Zhejiang Sci-Tech University, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract; One of the manifestations of face holistic processing is the automatic integration of the
target half-face and irrelevant half-face information during face recognition. In the experiment, the
composite-face task was used to display two faces successively (both composed of the target half-face and
the unrelated half-face). The participants were required to judge wlether the target halves of two faces
were same or different, so as to investigate the impact of the configural information changes or the featural
information changes of the irrelevant half-face on the recognition of the target half-face, thereby testing the
role of the both in face holistic processing. Results show that the changes in both configural information or
featural information of the irrelevant half-face have significantly affected the judgement of the target half-
face, and the effects of the two types of information have significant positive correlation, indicating that
both the configural information and the featural information play an important role in face holistic
processing, and both have jointly participated in face holistic processing. This discovery is an improvement
of the theory of face holistic processing.
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