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Discussion on the status of independent legal interests of

“personal information of citizens” in criminal law
TIAN Wei, YU Shaowei
(School of LLaw and Politics, Zhejiang Sci-Tech University, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract: At present, the protection of personal information in criminal law is actually the protection
of individual rights of citizens. This understanding makes the protection of personal information in criminal
law cannot be perfected. With the development of the times, citizen’s personal informationgains the value
which is far more than the expression of citizen’s individual rights. The citizen’s personal information
should be protected by the independence of the criminal law under various value increments. Through the
criticism and inheritance of the current theory of “citizen’s personal information right theory” and “citizen’s
personal information property theory”, the independent legal interest theory of “citizen’s personal
information” is constructed. On the one hand, it can protect the individual rights of citizens; on the other
hand, it can give consideration of legal interests of the non-information subjects who have citizen’s personal
information legally. At the same time, under the premise of the existence of independent legal interests, we can
further consider collating and supplementing the existing provisions of the criminal law, making them systematic,
thus protecting citizen’s personal informationat the level of criminal law.
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