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Time-spatial deconstruction and city impression: Block markets

and economic change of Hangzhou City in the Qing Dynasty
CAI Yulong
(1. Institute of Ideological and Political Theory Teaching, Hebei Normal University
of Science Technology, Qinhuangdao 066004, China;
2. School of History and Culture, Henan University, Kaifeng 475001, China)

Abstract: It is a basic idea of urban history research to analyze urban changes from the perspective of
space and time. Block markets in Hangzhou City in Qing Dynasty reflected the general characteristic of
economic change in terms of quantity, type and regional distribution. The accumulation and dispersion
degree of the market reflected the imbalance of block economic development. For example, the markets
which had the priority of economic development were relatively concentrated in the north district and
middle district. The formation of special markets such as east street market and vegetable market is a
prominent expression of economic changes. The formation and development of were deeply influenced by
traditional handicraft industry, and embodied economic communication between cities and suburbs. In the
late Qing Dynasty, the establishment of vegetable market marked a major shift of intra-city market from
dispersion to concentration and from dissociation to fixation, which was the organic combination of
municipal planning and economic management of blocks. The three block markets including Naoshiko,
Tongjiang Bridge and Siqgian reflected that the political and military factors had significant effects on the
block economy. The change of Yangshi Street market reflected the important role of modern transportation
development on market development.

Key words: Hangzhou City; block market; economic change; the Qing Dynasty
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