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Research on Japan’s Satsuma control on Ryukyu and its covert policy
YANG Guang
(Students’ Affairs Department, Luoyang Institute of Science and Technology, Luoyang, Henan 471023)

Abstract: Through the interpretation of Satsuma’s measures to control Ryukyu, “hidden policy”,
Ryukyu’s “self-protection” policy and “ignoring” attitude of Ming and Qing dynasties, the highly complex
relationship among the three countries (China, Ryukyu and Japan) during the turn of ancient history in
East Asia is revealed. As well, the real status of Ryukyu is disclosed. In addition, a series of fallacies are
refuted, e. g. “Ryukyu is a part of Japan’s Tokugawa Regime in modern times” and the extreme
importance of maintaining strong national strength and maintaining high vigilance and sensitivity for
safeguarding the interests of the nation is revealed from the side. Of course, the discussion of the
carelessness and misconduct of Chinese envoys and the criticism of the negative external policies of the
Central Government of the Ming and Qing dynasties have left profound enlightenment and vigilance for
future generations.

Key words: Satsuma; Ryukyu; covert policy
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