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Comparative Research of Steel Armor Between Ming and Qing Dynasties
QIAN Mengshu, ZHANG Jingqiong
(College of Textile and Garment, Jiangnan University, Wuxi 214000, China)

Abstract: Armor is a kind of important protective clothing in Chinese history. It plays an important
role in the war, and also reflects political, economic and cultural development in various dynasties. Ming
and Qing dynasties are the final peak of China’s feudal dynasty. In this period, the shape and type of
armors were fixed basically. Under the influence of factors such as war, social politics, economy and
culture, the armor’s structure and shape change more perfectly and complexly. This paper analyzes and
compares steel armors in Ming and Qing dynasties as well as classifies the armors into two types:
traditional steel armor and chain armor. Through vertical and horizontal comparison of their materials,
shapes, purposes and other features, this paper summarizes evolution rules and reasons of different types
of armors, and sketches out the protection character, national character and development law of steel
armors in Ming and Qing dynasties.

Key words: Ming and Qing dynasties; steel armor; comparison
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