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W (spl)---uhm, I am going out for dinner with a friend.
(sp2) FRIEND, Who are you gonna out with?
{spl»Uhm, the computer girl called---
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front computer.
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{spl)You need holidays to relax yourself

WM (spl)Ludorfs more of a. .. professional.

(sp2) professional. 1 don’t see a three-month

learner is professional.
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Research on Learners’ Responsive Repetition Strategies of English

Conversation and Inspirations on Oral English Teaching
JIANG Yun
(School of Foreign Languages, Zhejiang Sci-Tech University, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract: In conversation, the behavior that one repeats the other’s words in order to continue the conversa-
tion is called responsive repetition. It is an important discourse strategy with which both parties successfully com-
plete the conversation and establish a relation. This research analyzes the frequency, category, distribution and
gender difference of English responsive repetition of learners with college students’ oral test linguistic data as data
source. The research finds that the frequency of learners’ use of responsive repetition is lower than those speaking
native language; learners are more willing to use responsive repetition to show listening or make their own attitude
vague so as to maintain the harmony of the conversation. The gender comparison shows that female learners more
often use responsive repetition to show their listening to and understanding of the other’s words and male learners
use responsive repetition to show their position and opinions more directly.

Key words: responsive repetition; pragmatic function; oral communicative ability; English study
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