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(1) To learn something new and then to put it
into practice at the right time: is this not a joy?
(by Ley)

L

(2) Having studied, to then repeatedly apply
what you have learned-is this not a source of pleas-
ure? ( by Ames & Rosement)

(3) Is it not pleasure to learn with a constant
perseverance and application? (by Legge)
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Ecological Interpretation and Inspirations of Overseas Reader Market
of Ancient Chinese Books
——Take English Versions of Analects of Confucius

on Amazon for Example
ZHANG Yang
(School of Foreign Languages, Zhejiang Sci-Tech University, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract: As one of the representative works of ancient Chinese books, the Analects of Confucius has
dozens of English versions published so far. As a consumer group under the view of translation ecology,
readers have final aesthetic evaluation and judgment for version. Whether a version is accepted by readers
of the target language is an important evaluation standard of value of version quality. This paper organizes
and summarizes ten English versions of the Analects of Confucius concerned by overseas readers in the
overseas reading market through data sampling analysis and research of various versions of the Analects of
Confucius on Amazon; and obtains by analyzing reading comments of readers of these versions that differ-
ent English versions of the Analects of Confucius have different reading groups. In the translation process
of ancient books, translators should adopt different translation strategies in allusion to different reader
groups.

Key words: The Analects of Confucius; ecological translation; readers
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