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Construction process of collective memory of the Spirit of Red Flag
Canal:Focusing on the report of People’s Daily (1965—2019)

CHEN Lili' ,ZHAO Shuang*
(1. School of Politics and Public Management, Henan Normal University, Xinxiang 453007, China;
2. School of Marxism, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200241, China)

Abstract: Collective memory is a selective process of social construction. Based on the People’s Daily
report on the Red Flag Canal from 1965 to 2019,it is found thatSince the 1960s, the discourse of the Spirit
of Red Flag Canal in the national narrative has changed from the revolutionary spirit of self-reliance to the
entrepreneurial spirit of hard struggle, to the fine tradition of selfless dedication. It reflects the three
construction processes of the collective memory of the Spirit of Red Flag Canal. The construction process
shows that the Spirit of Red Flag Canal is not only a vivid manifestation of the national spirit, but also an
indispensable spiritual force for national rejuvenation and national prosperity.
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