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The embroidery skills and innovative design of the Twelve-Chapter

pattern of emperor’s costumes in the Qing Dynasty
CHEN Peizhu,L1 Xinhua
(School of Fashion Design and Engineering,Zhejiang Sci-Tech University, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract: Twelve-Chapter pattern is one of the contents of traditional Chinese costumes and also an important
part of the image and power of Chinese rulers. Twelve-Chapter pattern in the ancient Chinese emperor’s clothing is
closely associated with the elements in the nature, reflecting the cultural concept of the" human in naturé' in
Chinese nation and aesthetic thought. The article took Twelve-Chapter pattern in the emperor’s costumes of the
Qing Dynasty as an example, and analyzed its application, composition form and decoration techniques. The
modern design was carried out for the application and decoration techniques of Twelve-Chapter pattern in the
emperor’s costumes of the Qing Dynasty through deconstruction, reorganization, and the exchange of picture and
bottom. Meanwhile, some elements such as traditional meaning, fashionable colors and geometric shapes were
integrated to make Twelve-Chapter pattern have a modern and interesting style. It brings the reference to the use of
traditional Chinese elements in modern costumes.

Key words: Twelve—Chapter pattern; emperor's costume in Qing Dynasty; embroidery skills; applied research;

modern design
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