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Development trend, hot spots and enlightenment of international language

testing research: Based on bibliometric analysis (2008—2019)
JIN Yanhua
(College of Foreign Languages, Zhejiang Sci-Tech University, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract: In order to grasp the development trend, hotspots and cutting-edge trend of international
language testing, this paper employs a bibliometric tool CiteSpace for visual knowledge mapping analysis
of research articles published in authoritative international academic journals Language Assessment
Quarterly and Language Testing from 2008 to 2019. The analysis is conducted from the following aspects:
the number of articles published annually, research institution, high-yield author, literature with high
influence, and high-frequency keyword. Seven hot research topics are found through keyword clustering
analysis: academic writing, language assessment literacy, model, healthcare communication, second
language acquisition, rater training, automated scoring, etc. The hot research topics are reviewed in
combination of some important literatures, and then the enlightenment of the research in the field to native
language testing research is proposed.
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