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Public opinion and the colliery regulation in Great Britain
during the first half of the 19" century

TAN Saihua', LI Lingde®
(1. College of History and Culture, Hunan Normal University, Changsha 410081, China;
2.Security Technology Center of Hunan Coal Mine Safety Supervision Bureau, Changsha 410119, China)

Abstract: Since the beginning of the 19" century, an increasing number of explosion accidents have
occurred in the British collieries. Newspapers' intensive reports and professional people’s calling for concern
made coal mine safety issues quickly become a public topic. Public opinion on coal mines transformed
several times, from initially claiming spontaneous improvement of coal mine safety production conditions
to demanding a statute of prohibiting colliery owners from hiring women and children and asking the
government to inspect the collieries. The great pressure from the public opinion forced the government to
no longer stick to the laissez-faire tradition and begin to intervene in coal mines. The Parliament passed the
Coal Mines Act in 1842 and the Act for Inspection of Coal Mines in 1850, which not only governed the
employment of collieries, but also inspected the safety production of coal mines. Although they were
preliminary regulations, they laid a solid foundation for the government to initiatively improve working
conditions of coal mines in the future.

Key words: public opinion; Great Britain; colliery legislation; safety inspection
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