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A study on the use of" Ranhod' in spoken Chinese of

intermediate-and-advanced foreign students
SHI Renjuan
(Shi Liangcai School of Journalism and Communication, Zhejiang Sci-Tech
University, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract: Based on self-built spoken Chinese corpus of intermediate-and-advanced foreign students,
this study aims to analyze the using-ways and functions of " Ranhou' of 110 foreign students, with a
purpose of identifying their problems in spoken Chinese coherence and give suggestions on improving their
Chinese discourse coherence ability. The results show that" Ranhod' is used by intermediate-and-advanced
foreign students as both conjunction and discourse marker colloquially. Being used as a conjunction, it has
a large scope, indicating various semantic relationships such as time-and-space, complemental, causal, and
adversative. Being used as a discourse marker, it mainly plays a role of setting up sub-topics, transferring
topics and succeeding words, and has a tendency to become pet phrase. The use of" Ranhoud' indicates that
foreign students are poor in spoken discourse coherence currently.
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