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From" self-worship® to" homeland and ancestors" .

Analysis of Maurice Barrés’ political thought
SONG Yufang
(College of Foreign Languages, Zhejiang Sci-Tech University, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract; Maurice Barrés was a famous French writer and political activist at the turning of the 19*
and 20" centuries. The development of his political thought can be divided into two stages:" self-worship'
and" homeland and ancestot' . He believed in the principle of" self-worship' in his youth and considered the
first task of human beings was to defend” egd' eroded by™ barbarism' ." Self~awareness' was the basis of
his political thought. After several impacts of political waves, he finally turned to nationalism theoretically
supported by" homeland and ancestot' and emphasized loyalty to root, family, army and homeland.™ Self-
worship' theory was finally sublimated in the theory of" homeland and ancestot' . The systematic analysis
of the causes, connotation and characteristics of his nationalism thought, contributes to deeply
investigating the influence of Barres on the transformation of the French nationalism political thought at

the turning of the 19" and 20™ centuries.
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