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On the description of" officialdom' in Qilu Deng
DU Guichen
(School of Chinese Language and Literature, Shandong Normal University, Jinan 250014, China)

Abstract: Li Luyuan's Qilu Deng centers on the writing of " teaching children’ besides officialdom,
and depicts individual corrupt officials and a large number of " good officials' . Pretending to write in the
Ming Dynasty, he actually wrote the middle of the Qing Dynasty and denounced the corruption of
officialdom. Despite the corruption of the government, he expected political clarity. Many people could
preserve their moral integrity after entering official circles and pass on their experience of being an official
in the dark century. But the result is that the book does not give people the confidence to improve politics.
The novelist's mind of participating in politics and saving the world in" the biography of famous courtiers"”
met the so-called" Tacitus trap' of ancient Roman historians. Thus, there are so many" good officials' in
Qilu Deng , but they have never attracted the attention of readers.

Key words: Li Luyuan; Qilu Deng ; officialdom;' the biography of famous courtiers" ;* Tacitus trap'
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