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Origin and development of Chinese garden gardening concept
YUAN Meng , YU Nanxin, CHEN Bo, LU Shan
(School of Civil Engineering and Architecture, Zhejiang Sci-Tech University, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract: Under the specific social environment, philosophical aesthetic thinking and other traditional
cultural background, Chinese garden shows different development process and art style. Among them, the
Chinese traditional philosophy is the core of Chinese traditional culture. The religious cultural thoughts of
three factions (Confucianism, Buddhism and Taoism) have great influence on the Chinese garden building
concept. And, " integration of nature and humanity' , " reclusion thought™, " traditional geomantic omen

theory' ," immortal thoughts' and other thoughts extended by the three ideas constitute the philosophical
origin of Chinese garden building concept. With the development of modern society, the contradiction
between human activities and natural environment becomes more and more obvious. Under the influence of
western ecologism, diversified modern garden building ideas which integrate Chinese and western academic
ideas have been formed. All the garden building ideas throughout the development of Chinese gardens have
expounded the common spiritual connotation of " Learn from nature and integrate man with naturé' in
different ways and contents, which has brought profound influence on the design method, style and
characteristic of Chinese gardens. The research shows that the ideal expression form of Chinese gardens is
to integrate the existence of nature and the demand of humanistic spirit so as to achieve the ideal state of
" nature approximating' . Thus, " nature-approximating garden' is the core garden building concept which

should be strongly developed.
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